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Brazil Republie

Ives Gandra Martins

Lawyer, emeritus professor, Mackenzie University, and writer

In Perpetual Peace, Kant argued that the day all countries were republics
there would be no more wars, because governments elected by the people would
never agree to such conflict. The Latin origin of the word republic — “res publica™
(public concern) — reflected a relatively stable period in Rome of approximately
five centuries (from 509 to 27 AC) following the kingdom, until republic was
supplanted by empire. In Brazil, lagging behind our Latin American neighbors,
the Republic was not installed until 1889, when it was proclaimed by Marshal
Deodoro, who at first thought he had merely overthrown the last cabinet of the
Empire, which had lasted from 1822 to 1889, underpinned by the stablest of
Brazil’s constitutions (1824 to 1891). The Republic that was installed was the
dream of intellectuals of the time, who advocated this form of government, the
abolition of slavery (which occurred in 1888) and the shift from a unitary to a
federative State. After the proclamation and promulgation of that Constitution,
which followed the North American presidential model, we had six more
constitutions. The Brazilian Republic took the presidential form of government,
with a bicameral legislature (Chamber of Deputies and Senate) and a three-
tier federative sphere of government (union, states and the federal district, and
municipalities). Of the major federations, it is the only one to offer its city-states
federative status. In the threefold division of powers, the judiciary operates at two
levels (federal and state) and enjoys autonomy and independence. The function
of the higher courts (STF, STJ, TST, TSE and STM) is to ensure institutional
stability, while the lower courts administer justice. The President of the Republic
can legislate — as in parliamentary systems of government — by “provisional
measures”, which the Legislative has to approve, reject or not examine within
120 days (in the latter case, they lapse). The Public Attorney and Attorney-
General have equal institutional dignity, and the right of defense is fully assured
by the Constitution. The vote is universal and secret.
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