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whose main author was a Thomist naturalist, René Cassin, also 
inspired by the iessons and writings of Jacques Marirain.

Master Artur Victoria tackles chese issues in his book with 
insight and deptli, in an irrcproachablc way, from those that occur 
in social, family and community life, but cspecially among those 
in power whcn they seck to remove their adversaries, punish their 
enemics and control those they judge, something that 
oniy in dictatorial governmcnts, but also. iinfortunately, in 
democracies.

Preface
By IVES GANDRA DA SILVA MARTINS *

Once again, my dear fricnd and great humanist, Artur Victoria, 
has siuprised me with a book addressing one of the most importam 
issues in human history and one that continues, despite advances in 
civilisation, to challenge social coexistence: that of injustice betwcen 

men.

oceurs not

In the 19th ccnniry, Bastiat wrote a short book entitled ‘The 
Law’, in which he said that the law should. rather than promoting

Artur Victoria analyses this injustice, which thinkers of all ages 
have tried to condemn and correct, with no success other than to

formal justice, not allow injustice.
In his ‘theory of the four causes’ (material, formal, efficicnt and 

final). Aristotle tried to schematise the types of motives that allow us 
to better understand anythingwc want.

In the legal field, my son Ives - a sênior minister of the Superior 
Labour Court in Brazil, of which he was once presidem - recalls that 
the material cause would be the Law, the ‘suum jits’ of each person, 
the formal cause would be ‘tribuere’, giving what is rightfotly yoiirs.

improve legislative produetion, which is almost never fully respected 
by those in power. He looks at its various forms of manifestation in 
the economy, at work, in the family, in access to justice and health 
and in polities in search of the common good, based on a thoughtby 
Saint Joseph Mary Escriva who said: ‘Doht you think that equality, 
as they understand it, is synonymous with injustice?’,

The book, after a long introduetion in which he formulares the 
basis of his reasoning, focuses first on the common good and clien 
tackles injustice in the light of the judicial functions which. strictly 
speaking, are its greatest efficient ca

Personally, as an originalist when it comes to constitutional 
interpretation, I have opposcd doctrinal currents such as 
constitutional

in the Ulpinian definition, with the abstract efficient cause being 
legislative produetion, the concrctc efficient cause being the judicial 
dccision and the final being social peacc, as Isaias said (Opuscause
Justitiae Pax).

We, tlte jusnaturalists, understimd that justice begins with 
respcct for legislative produetion and for those who apply it to the 
small bundie of natural rights inherent to every human being, which 
it is not up to the State to produce, but only to respect.

Ihere is therefore no conflict betwecn positive law and natural 
law, and it is up to the authorities to respect the immensity of the 
norms produced by the State.

It should bc remembered that the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of 10 December 1946 is a charter of Natural Law,

jurisdiction,
neo-consequentialism, which attributc to the Judiciary the 
competcnce to adapt the supreme law to current realities aceording 
to its personal exegesis, replacing the Derived Constituent Power, 
which is the Legislative elected by the pcople. In this vision of 
adapting the law to its image and likeness, it becomes a permanent 
source of injustice, as it transfigures itself into a political power, 
which it is not, ceasing to be, in these matters, the technical power it 
should be.

consequentialism or
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Tui.� reali t y of the Federal Su pre mc 
Court - wic hout any

judgcment on the inrellecrual lev ei an d su it abiliry of r he Br az
i l

ian
magistrates ap poinccd by a si ngle m an ( w ho is c he Pre side m  o f c he 
Republi c) - is t he drama chat is bcing playe d out in my c ountry,
which according ro polling agenci es on popu lar op inio n  abou t  it, has
le d coa marked loss ofcredibilic y with c he popu l ar i
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ses

Guinurãc�, which allowcd me, cogcther w i ch che la te P
ro
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Basco�, rocommemon rhe Brazilian Co nstitut ion in 1 5  volu mes and 

approximaccl y J 0, 00 0 pages for Edito ra Sa r aiva.
Artu r Viccoria's book is a splcndid co ncr ibu cio n  to c he discussi on 

of che main core oflaw, which, more t ha n do i ng just ic e , is not doi ng 

injmticc. 
Cong rat1 .1lations to my friend and tc a che r, an d T look forwa

r

d to 
a brilliant publishing carcer for his work. 

\Xlelcome Artur 

L,. ____ _ __ ___ ____ - -
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